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POD PAA 


: POLITICAL. 


The Koh-i-Nir (Lahore) of the 30th October recommends Circulation, 
the retention of Kandahar on the 74 


following grounds: 


(1.)— It is our object that Afghanistan should serve as 
a barrier against the invasion of India by any foreign power, 
but our frontier has not been. secured by the accession of 
Abdul Rahman to the throne of Kabul. He has alienated 
the hearts of the people by his tyranny and oppression. «It 
is rumoured that some tribes are contemplating besieging © 
Kabul. The Government made over the rule of Kabul to 
Abdul Rahman unconditionally, without entering into s 
treaty with him. Moreover, we can never forget that he * 
long lived on Russian money. In these areumanees 
should not absolutely 10 0 * him. We thould ke: 


Kandahar. 
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* (2.)— The retention of Kandahar would encourage trade 
between India and Central Asia, and we hope that in course 
“of time we may recoup ourselves for the cost of the war 
from the income of that province. 


(3.)—It is rumoured that Ayub Khan has mortgaged 
Herat to Persia. Persia is double-minded. She sometimes 
leans towards Russia and sometimes towards England. If 
she obtains possession of Herat, Russia will be able to intrigue 
with the Afghans without difficulty. If we retain Kandahar, 
we can watch the affairs at Kabul and Herat from there. 


It is not good policy to retire to Pishin from Kandahar, 
as has been suggested in some quarters. If we station our 
troops at Kandahar, they will be strong enough to sup- 
press small insurrections in the neighbourhood, if any should 
arise. If we abandon Kandahar and satisfy ourselves with 
the occupation of Pishin, our troops at Pishin will not be able 
to advance towards Kandahar, if any difficulties arise there, 
until reinforcements are sent from India. Moreover, it should 
be observed that the cost of the maintenance of troops at 
Pishin will not be less than that at Kandahar. On the con- 
trary we will have to build barracks for the troops.and forti- 
fications at Pishin which would involve large expenditure, but 
we will be spared this cost if we decide to establish our can- 
tonment at Kandahar. An Association in England, called 
the Patriotic Association, has sent a memorial to the Home 
Government, urging upon it the importance of taking perma- 
nent possession of Kandahar, as it is the key of Afghanistan. 
We hope that the Government will take the advice of the 
Association into consideration and at once remove from its 
mind the idea of abandoning Kandahar or making it over to 
Abdul Rahman. 


The same paper states that it appears from the Civil and 


Wat Military Gazette that Sardar Wali Mu- 
Khan Muhammad bammad Khan claimed a seat above all 


the native chiefs at the next Lahore 


darbar on the ground that he had been governor of Kabul, 
and was therefore entitled to the same respect as the Amir 
of Kabul, and that he had also been governor of Kurrum. 
The Government did not of course accede to his wishes, and 
he is consequently displeased and has gone to Pesha war. 
He has no claim whatever to precedence. He is not the ruler of 
any kingdom. He could be admitted to the darbar only as a 
guest in consideration of his services in Afghanistan. Pro- 
bably he would be placed separate from the native chiefs. 
When he was appointed governor of Kabul, he was more a 
Government servant than anything else. Moreover, his ser- 
vice did not extend over a long time. It was simply impos- 
sible that the Government could place him above the native 
chiefs of the Panjab, who have long been loyal friends of the 
Government. 


The same paper publishes an account of the meeting which 


, was held by the Anjuman-i-Qasur on 
The Anjuman-i-Qasur, the 13th October, in honor of the 


Lahore. 
victory of the British troops at Kan- 
dahar, under the auspices of Munshi Qadir Bakhsh, extra as- 
sistant commissioner. An address was presented to the 
deputy commiesioner of Lahore on the occasion. The whole 
town was illuminated and fire-works were let off on the 


Circulati 
570 i 


previous night. (An account of this meeting has been * 


lished in many newspapers.) 


The Lawrence Gazette of the 25th October (received on the 
29th idem) publishes a communicated 

9 Qasim, Risal- article in which the writer argues that 
Prince Abul Qasim, Risaldar-Major, 

is a better man for the Government of Kandahar than the 
prince of Shahpur, who has been recommended by Muhammad 


Circulation, 
325 copies. 


Nür Khan of the 7th Bengal Cavalry, Morar. Prince Abul — 


Qasim is the grandson of Shah Zaman, who ruled over Afghan- 


istan for a long time with great success, and his father, Sultan 
Hyder, was the governor of Kandahar during Shah Zamans’ 


Circulation, 
380 copies. 


Circulation, 
250 copies. 
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reign. Moreover, he is a trustworthy and courageous man, 
well versed in military arts, and acquainted with the charac- 
ter of the Afghans. 


The Anjuman-i-Panjdb of the 29th October states :—True, 
the retention of Kandahar would neves- 
sitate the keeping of a large army 
there at a great cost. But it should be observed that if we 
abandon that province, we will not be able to point to 
any thing as a tangible result of the costly Afghan war, as 
has been contended by some of our native contemporaries. 
The advocates of retention among our English contemporaries, 
besides other things, say that our retirement from Kandahar 
will be considered an undignified proceeding by the native 
chiefs of India. But they are mistaken. The native chiefs 
have no such feeling. The British troops on a former occa- 
sion too, entered Afghanistan and evacuated it. However, we 
can refer to several important arguments in favour of retention. 
We do not mean that Kandahar should be annexed to British 
territories. Our object only is that, at all events, we should 
place a strong and trustworthy man on thethrone of Kanda- 
har who should be able to hold his own against Ayub Khan 
and others, and should be our friend. We are quite opposed 
to its retrocession to Abdul Rahman Khan, because in that 
case we will never be able to have such influence there as we 
desire. Nor would it be wise to withdraw at once from 
Kandahar and leave it in a state of anarchy. If we ourselves 
cannot find a capable man for the Kandahar throne, we may 
ask Abdul Rahman Khan to recommend one to us. Even 
if we appoint his nominee Amir of Kandahar, he (the new 
Amir of Kandahar) will have nothing to do with him. 


The Mitra Vilds (Lahore) of the Ist November says: 

Here is an example of Lord Lytton’s 
charity. He has liberally contribut / 
ed Rs. 210 to the Military Patriotic 
Fund! Bravo! He gave an honorarium of. Rs. 50,000 out. of 


Kandahar. 


Lord Lytton's contribu- 
tion to the Military Patri- 
otic Fund, 
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the bankrupt Indian exchequer to Sir John Strachey, who 
did an unrighteous act for him. But he could not give 
more than Rs. 210 for the support of the children of 
those unfortunate soldiers who perished in the prosecution of 
his unnecessary Kabul war, obviously because he had to give 
this money from his own pocket. Is this the charity of Eng- 
lishmen who are dissatisfied with the native chiefs even if they 
contribute lakhs of rupees to such objects? We hope no na- 
tive chief will be so foolish as to contribute more than the 
amount subscribed by Lord Lytton to the Patriotic Fund. 
Lord Lytton was the late Viceroy of India and the arbiter 
of the fates of the native chiefs. It does not become them 
to rival him in anything. 


The Mitra Vilds of the 25th October states that the 
unjust war which Lord Lytton de- 
clared against Afghanistun has now 
really come to an end. As long as Kandahar remained in 
our possession we could not consider the war at an end, be- 
cause Ayub Khan or any other Afghan sirdar might at any 
time attack Kandahar and disturb the peace. Accordingly 
the Government has decided to retrocede that province te 
Abdul Rahman. He has been asked to send his troops to 
occupy it. Kurram has already been evacuated. This shows 
that the Liberal Government has been convinced that the 
late war was an unjust one, and is anxious to restore the 
statu quo before the war. The magnanimity and justice of 
the Liberal Government are deserving of high praise. 


NATIVE STATES. | 

The Vrit Dhdrd (published in Marathi at Dhär) of the 

1 the 25th October (received on the 80th 
n idem), referring to the Chote Odey- 
pur case, gives the substance of the addresses of the counsels 
for the prosecution and defence to the Court, and remarks 
It appears from the evidence of the witaesses who have been 
examined, and from the addresses of. the counsels for the 


Kandahar. 


Circulation, 
200 copies. 


( 736 ) 


defence and prosecution, that Chandra Singh has not been 
proved guilty of murder, nor even of the smaller offence of 
culpable homicide. It is obvious that he was grieved by the 
misconduct of the deceased and beat her, but he did not 
intend to kill her. We anxiously await the decision of the 
Government, and content ourselves at present with expressing 
a hope that it will not act in this case as it did in that of the 


-ex-Gaekwar of Baroda, who was deposed even though the 


charge brought against him was not proved. 


The Sajjan Kirti Sudhakar (Odeypur) of the 25th October 
(received on the 3lst idem) states 
that it appears from newspapers that 
the raja (sic) of Chota Odeypur has killed his wife, and has 
therefore been placed under surveillance by the Government. 
The Government is no doubt strong enough to act as it 
pleases. But it should be observed that infidelity is con- 
sidered a very grave offence by the Rajputs. Tho raja 
repeatedly warned the deceased against her misconduct, but 
she did not listen to him. The Government should ask the 
native chiefs of Rajputana to enquire into the case and to 
decide it. They have full civil and criminal powers. If the 
Government decides the case and punishes the raja of Chote 
Odeypur, the whole of Rajputana will be displeased. 


The same. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


The Dabdaba-i-Qaisti (Bareilly) of the 30th October states 
that, although the former kings ex- 
torted money from the people by 
force, their extortion did not produce such dissatisfaction 
as the levy of the license tax has done. The people 
are now unwilling to pay any .tax, probubly because 
they are excluded from the higher ranks of the public 
service, and because they feel that the wealth of their country 
is being drained by England. As the Europeans enjoy. the 
loaves and fishes of the Government, they should assist it 
‘with money. If it does not like to impose any tax upon them 


The license tax. 
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because they are fellow countrymen, it should levy a tax from 
the native chiefs and rich persons. But it should not impose 
any tax upon the poor classes. Such a tax does not yield a 
large income, while it produces widespread discontent. 
The Mirat-ul-Hind (Lucknow) for October complains 330 copia” 

Census operations, Luck- that the under-paid muharrirs have 
. turned the taking of a census into a 
means of extorting money from the people in Lucknow. 
The muharrirs ask the well-to-do persons the names of all 
the male and female members of their families, and they are 
naturally averse to disclosing the names of their pardanashin 
women. When pardanashin women have even been exempt- 
ed from personal attendance in judicial Courts, their names 
should not be registered unless there is any great necessity 
for doing so. A proclamation has been issued here to the 
effect that no one should refuse to give any information asked 
for by a census-officer. Another proclamation should be issu- 
ed to the effect that the census officers should only ascertain 
the number of the members of each family, and should not 
enquire the names of the female members. 


The Anjuman-i-Panjab of the 29th October deeply regrets Circulation, 
The death of Dr. S. W. Dr. Fallon's death. Major Jackson * 
Tanes. received a telegram from England on 
10th October about his death. He completed his famous Hin- 
dustani-English dictionary last year. Soon after its comple- 
tion he published a dictionary of legal terms. He also com- 
menced the compilation of an English-Hindustani dictionary, 
and the first two parts of it were lately published. He 
went to England in March last and intended to return to 
a India in November. He had great sympathy with the 
natives. 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 4th November e Cirealation, 
Dr. ‘Fallon’s death with deep re- 685 copies. 


 gret. 


The same. 


Circulation, 
300 copies. 
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The same paper of the 30th October states that it appears 
The nhvenbide of meses from the Indian Herald that the Gov- 
to cultivators for digging ernment has resolved to give takavi 
* to cultivators for the purpose of dig- 
ging wells. The agricultural classes are poor and always 
resort to the mahajans for aid in time of need, who lend them 
money at very high rates of interest. It is a good thing that 
the Government has now turned its attention to the improve- 
ment of their condition. In our opinion money should not 
be made over to the cultivators, because they will not pro- 


bably be able to make good wells. The wells should be con- 
structed by engineers. | | 


The Shola-t-Tur (Cawnpore) of the 26th October says: 
The working of the It appears from the annual report on 
Westen provinces and the working of the license tax in the 
Oudh in 1879. North-Western Provinces and Oudh 
in 1879 that the tax pressed very severely upon the people. 
Para. 17 of the Government review of the report shows that 
in the North-Western Provinces 338 dastaks were issued, 
70 persons were arrested and two imprisoned, and in 385 
cases movable property was attached and in 208 cases sold; 
and that in Oudh 14 (sic) dastaks were issued, three persons 
were arrested and two imprisoned, and in 531 cases movable 
property was attached and in 25 cases sold. Out of 531 
cases of ‘attachment of property in Oudh 509 cases occurred 
in Lucknow alone. It should be remembered that in case 
of default the amount of the tax is first doubled before a 
coercive measure is resorted to. If a person does not pay 
the tax even after he has been fined for default, he is arrested 
or his property attached, &c. No one would ever be s0 
foolish as to prefer to expose himself to such indignity and 
loss if he had the money, or even if he could obtain it by 
borrowing, to pay the tax. Every person knows very 
well that if he does not pay the assessed fee, he will 
have to pay four times the fee. Sappose a man is assessed at 


„ 


Rs. 10—if he does not pay Rs. 10 within the fixed time, the tax 
is raised to Rs. 20. If he again does not pay Rs. 20, Government 
seizes Rs. 40 or Rs. 50 worth of property and sells it by auction 
to realize its Rs. 20 from him, because nothing generally fetches 
more than half its price at auction sale. Moreover, every trader 
is aware that if he is arrested or his property is attached, 
his credit will suffer. In these circumstances, we may 
reasonably infer that one who allowed himself to be 
arrested or his property to be attached was really unable 
to pay the tax. The Junior Member of the Board of Re- 
venue states that pressure was used because the licensees 
would not pay without pressure. But it should be observed 
that even after the use of pressure they did not pay. 
The tax was realized by the sale of their property. The 
license tax should not be collected with great severity. The 
people consider this tax as an unjust one (whether they 
are right or wrong is a different question), and therefore any 
severity used in its collection is keenly felt by them. Moreover, 
it should be observed that such pressure is not brought to 
bear upon the people even in the case of land revenue. Ifa 
zamindar fails to pay the revenue instalment on the fixed 
day, the Government does not at once impose a fine upon 
him equal to the value of the instalment or. send him to 
prison. Any one who is not satisfied with the assessment 
can submit a petition to the District Collector against it. 
But this is the way in which the Collectors dispose of such 
objections. In the North-Western Provinces 30,600 (sic) 
objections were made, but the Collectors heard only 5,369 of 
them (sic); and in Oudh out of 13,466 objections only 5,183 
were taken up by thé Deputy Commissioners (sic). When 
such a small proportion of objections made is entertained, few 
persons will be disposed to make an objection. The -appeals 
to the Commissioners had no better result. In the North- 
Western Provinces and Oudh, out of 550 and 306 appeals, 
only 44 and 116 respectively were successful. The number 
of objections and appeals in 1879 was less than in 1878. 
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Some persons may be inclined to look upon this decrease as 
a sign of the people becoming gradually reconciled to the 
tax, but the fact of the matter is that they have been con- 
vinced that objections and appeals are useless. It has 
been frankly admitted by the Government that the cause of the 
comparatively large number of objections in the five dis- 
tricts referred to by the Junior Member was that the assess- 
ments had not been carefully made. In regard to the dastaks 
and warrants of arrest, the Government has remarked :— 
‘6 It is quite possible, as the Junior Member suggests, that 
both summonses and warrants were issued in an unauthorized 
way; but, if so, the practice is one which in Oudh is stringent- 
ly prohibited in the case of the land revenue demand (rule 
IIL, circular No. 21 of 1874), and it is not likely to have been 
practised in realizing the license tax. The point is one, how- 
ever, on which there should be no room for doubt, and which 
should be enquired into if the Board have any reason to sup- 
pose that irregularity of procedure obtained ; and if they find 
their suspicion warranted, they should bring the matter to the 
notice of Government.” These remarks are very assuring. 
We hope that they will be fully carried out. The Junior 
Member apprehends no political danger from the levy 
of the license-tax because it does not affect the dangerous 
classes. The people of these provinces are undoubtedly as 
meek and obedient as lambs, and no danger should ever be 
expected from them. Their obedience entitles them to great 
indulgence. We have expressed our views at such length 
in the hope that our beneficent Government may be induced 
some day to abolish the tax. The incidence of the tax 
according to the population of each district is very small, 
as shown in the report, but it should be remembered in 
India the bulk of the State income is derived from the land 
revenue and not from the license or income tax, while in 


England and other European countries the case is just the 
reverse. 
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A correspondent of the Pramod Sindhu (Amraoti) of 
The scale of court-fees the lst November complains that in 
for vakalatnamas, Berar. Berar, when several persons are con- 
cerned in a suit and they appoint the same vakil to conduct 
the suit, an eight-anna court-fea stamp has to be affixed to 
the vakalatnama for each person. When one person appoints 
two or more vikils to conduct a suit, he has to submit 
separate vakalatnama on eight annas paper for each vaki’ 
But in Bombay in either case a joint vakalatnama written o 
eight-anna stamped paper is considered sufficient. Lookin; 
at the provisions of section 10, schedule II of the Court-fee 
Act of 1870, the Bombay practice appears to be correct. 
The Resident at Hyderabad and the Judicial Commissioner 
of Berar should take this mattor into consideration, in order 
that the suitors in Berar may be spared unnecessary expense. 


EDUCATION. 


A correspondent of the Panjab-t-Akhbdr (Lahore) of the 
The lower and primary 30th October states that the Director 
schools, Panjab. | of Public Instruction in the Panjab 
has lately crdered the headmasters of primary and middle 
schools to certify in their registers every month that all the 
students of thie schools have passed the lower class and primary 
class examination respectively. This scheme will undoubtedly 
prevent schoolmasters from giving promotion to any student 
by favour. But another evil has now arisen. Some school- 
masters do not give the students certificates stating what ex- 
aminations they have passed, and without such a certificate 
no student of a lower school can obtain admission into u 
higher school. In order to put a stop to this evil certificates 
should be given to the successful students as soon as the yearly 
examination is finished. 

ros T- orie. 

The Vrit Didrd (published in Marathi at Dhar) of the 
25th October publishes a Marathi 

Lostal reforms. translution of the Director-General of 
Indian Post Offices’ memorandum 


—— 


Circulation, 
125 copies. 


Circulation, 
275 copies. 


Circulation, 
250 copies. 
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regarding the introduction of some reforms in the postal depart- 
ment, such as the publication of a small vernacular postal guide, 
Go., and remarks that the scheme will undoubtedly prove very 
useful to the people if the post-masters and postal peons act 
in accordance with the wishes of the Director-General. It is 
well known that they at present generally give unnecessary 
trouble to ignorant persons, sometimes even to those who are 
not altogether illiterate, in matters connected with the 
form of address on parcels and registered letters, applications 
for money-orders, &c. As the Director-General is anxious to 
remove all inconvenience to which the people are exposed in 
their dealings with the post-office, we make the following 
suggestions for his consideration: — First, post-masters 
should treat the people with courtesy and give the information 
they ask for. Secondly, the delivery peons should be care- 
ful to give every letter to the person to whom it is addressed 
and not to any other person, and should behave with polite- 
ness towards every man who goes to the post-office on busi- 
ness. Thirdly, post-masters should be permitted to receive 
applications and receipts for money-orders in vernacular, and 
letters and parcels when the address is written in vernacular. 


A correspondent of the Berar Samdchdr of the Ist No- 
Wis edition of bh vember states that few people are 
ters containing remittan - acquainted with the order of the Go- 
— vernment of India by which the regis- 
tration of letters containing whole or half currency notes has 
been rendered compulsory, and the result is that currency 
notes are generally sent by the people under unregistered 
covers, and consequently do not reach their destination, as 
appears from the list of lost currency notes published in the 
Government Gazettes every week. The contents are abstracted 
and letters destroyed sometimes by the private servants who 
are sent by their masters to carry them to the post-office and 
sometimes by the post-peons. In order to remedy this evil and 
save the people from loss, the Government should make the 
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orders regarding the registration of letters containing remit- 


tances widely known. It is not enough that such orders 
should be published in Government Gazettes. They should be 
also published in newspapers. : 


LOCAL. 


A correspondent of the Qaisar-ul-Akhbar (Allahabad), Circulation, 


The spread of venereal of the 3lst October urges that 
disease in Allahabad. rules for the check of the spread of 
venereal diseases should be introduced in the city of Allah- 


abad. 


The Rohilkiand Akhbar (Moradabad) of the 23rd October 


8 (received on the Ist November) states 
abad prohibited from kill- that the Magistrate of Moradabad has 
of May ar a cr po prohibited the people in that district 
ber. who carry arms from killing any game 
from the Ist of May to the Ist of October during the year, 
except when their own life is in danger, under the penalty of 
forfeiting their license. The license-holders, who are mostly 
cultivators, are dissatisfied with this prohibition.. The time 
during which they have been forbidden to kill game is the 


time of the rabi and the sugarcane crop. Hence it is obvious 


that the cultivators will suffer severely from the order in ques- 


tion, because none of them will dare to killa wild beast, even 
if he injures his crops, lest he may unnecessarily get into 
trouble. Hitherto, whenever the cultivators heard of a wild 
beast, they at once went in pursuit, but they will not do 
so in future. 


200 copies. 


Circulation, 
115 copies. 
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